
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




.' V- 



^. 



u 



V 



^ 



^^^ y4/rr. 2? 



J^arbarli College librarg 




ADDED TO THE 

PARKMAN COLLECTION OF 
CANADIAN HISTORY 

BY GIFT OF 

CLARANCE MACDONALD WARNER 




ADDRESS 



TO THE 



PEOPIii: OF RHODSl-ISIiAlK^D k 



PROVING THAT MORE THAN 



EIGHT MILLIONS 



OF THE PUBLIC MONEY HAS BEEN 



WASTED 



BY THE PRESENT ABM INIST RATION. 



BY A KANDHO^DBK. 



PROYIDENCE *. 
OFFICE OF THE REPUBI^ICAN HERAIi]>. 

JOHN S. GREENE PRINTER. 

1828. 



f 



S f 



U-^ lv4ilT*^t' 



Harvard Collek^e l^ib,aiy 

July ^^t. --'^ '• 
Gift of 
Olftranoe M. Warnex. 



/ 



FELLOW-CITIZENS— In times of public calamity and distress 
it is a right; yes, it is the duty, of every citizen of the Republic to ex- 
press his opinions and note the causes which produce them. Being a 
Land-holder and a freeman with you, and feeling the cruel pressure 
that bears upon all of you, I have been led to enquire, and those en- 
quiries and investigations have resulted in the settled conviction that 
the burdens and sufferings now bearing you down to the earth arise 
from the wasteful expenditure of the public treasures, the gross mis-man*' 
agenient of the public funds, and the culpable prodigality and extrav- 
agance of the present administration. If these facts are true, you wiU 
rise in the majesty of your strength, discard such unworthy servants, 
redeem yourselves, and posterity, from impending ruin and bankrupt- 
cy, and teach the cabinet at Washington, and their devoted adherents, 
that you are still a sovereign people. It is an axiom never to be for- 
gotten, that the Governors are always disposed to encroach on the 
rights of the Governed ; and it is by a jealous scrutiny into their 
conduct, and a watchful attention upon their movoments, that you 
are enabled to detect their motives and defeat their designs. As free*- 
men you must learn to take care of yourselves, and having the facts 
and documents before you, to judge and act for yourselves. This is 
your high attribute, and this right you enjoy above the rest of nations; 
and if you mean to preserve and transmit it to your children, unim- 
pared, let them not impose their opinions upon you, nor attempt arbi- 
trarily to square your opinions to theirs. Others cannot think for 
jou, and it is only asked that you see and think for yourselves. 

Did one of you ever dream that the funds of this Government werd 
expended in the purchase of BILLIARD TABLES, BILLIARD 
BALLS, CHESS BOARDS AND CHESS MEN, and other toyst© 
gratify the gambling propensities of the cabinet ? Documentary ev- 
idence is here submitted in the unquestionable shape of a Report by 
a Committee of Congress, of which Mr. Van Rensselaer, of Albany 
was chairman. The report is accompanied bv the regular vouchers. 

MARCH. 17, 1826. 

Mr. Van Rensselaer from the Select Committee, to which was re- 
ferred, on the 3d of January last, the subject of ''Finishing and fur- 
nishing the public buildings," made the following 

REPORT : 
Letter from John Adams Jr, accompaning an account of the manner 

in which the appropriation for the President's House has been ex- 

pended, 

WASHINGTON, Sth FEB. 1826. 

In compliance with your request, I have the honour to transmit t* 
you an account of the expenditure of the appropriation made for far- 



nishing the President's House. It should have been furnished in 
time for the rpeeting of the Committee this morning, had it been pos- 
sible ; but the receipt of your note being delayed till 10 o'clock this 
morning, and the necessity which I was under of making the copy 
which is now transmitted, rendered it ifnpraetieable. . ^ 

I have the honour tu be 

with the highest respect, Sir,. 

your very humble and obedient servant^ 

JOHN ADAMS Jr. • 

John Adams Jr. in account with the President's House ^ Dr. 
1825. March To Treasury warrant $ 14,000 00 

By account rendered 12,138 62 1-2 

Balance due on hand 1,861 37 1-2 



$ 14,000 00 
In rendering this account, it may not be improper to remark, that 
the expenditures have all been made with an eye to the strictest econ- 
omy. Scarcely an article has been purchased which was not indis- 
pensably necessary ; every thing has been procured, when possible, 
in this city or District, in order to avoid the expense of transporta- 
tion ; and it is relieved that not one cent has been paid on account 
of cdounissiOD or agency, to any individnal whomsoever. 

JOHN ADAMS Jr. 
Washington, Feh.S, 1826. 

John Adams Jr. in account with th^ President.' s House, Cr. 
1825. March 10. To cash paid W. Crawford for plate, as 

per bill and receipt 12,854 23 

George Dickinson, Ohio, carpeting 63 13 

28 Varnum aud Webb, dry goods 100 80 

P. Bassett, upholsterer 173 50 

B. M. Belt, cabinet maker 28 00 

April 5 Moses Poor, wash stand 18 25 

6 H. V. Hill, cabinet maker 240 00 

9 W. Worthington, do 79 00 

Moses Poor, looking glass 35 2S 

A. B. Waller, crockery 97 50 

J. Duckworth, key rings 1 00 

Colston &. Lockermad, dry goods 91 01 

1 1 C. Burnett, plated ware 30 50 

12 M. L. Cripps, tables 33 25 
S. Holtzman, brushes 3 00 
M. Collingwood, work 6 31 
Mary Shaw, do. 2 50 
G. DeGilse, labels for keys 1 50 
John Greene, brushes '^ ^0 



Richard Osborh, carpeting Tl 1^ 

T. G. Sawkins, work 10 25 

14 Susan Brady, do. 9 37' N"s5 

Clagett and Gorris, dry goods 355 54 

19 Ingle, Lindaey, and Ingle, hard ware 244 62 1-2 
* , ML. Cripps, work 6 25 

M. Collingwood, do 3 51 

W. M M'Oauley, coppers 122 12 1-a 

Samuel Bacon, tubs 15 93 1-2 

Moaes Poor, lamp chains 100 

Ingle and Lindsey, cork screws I 00 
Gary Selden, scales, &lc. as per receipt 19 75 

20 Moses Poor, looking glasses 90 00 

83 Misses Buchanan and Stewart, work 6 87 1-2 

25 H. V. Hill, cabinet maker 74 00 

26 A. & J. M. Clements, chairs 126 00 

30 M. G. Sawkins, dry goods 2 87 1-2 

M?iy 2 Pairo & Prout, dry' goods 854 96 

T. W. Pairo, girondoles 1 10 05 

3 Alexander Borland, work 45 00 

4 D. English Jr. hardware 29 35 
9 John Needles, cabinetmaker , 100 00 

13 William Ward, carpeting 7175 

14 Thomas Kemp, stair rods 55 39 1-2 
. Moses Poor, bottle coastefi^ 43 00 

16' T. Watkins, cut glass 850 iM) 

19- S. Robinson, dry goods 203 03 

W. W. White, do. . 78 1 1 

T. G. Sawkins, work 8 06 1-4 

Colston ajid Lockcrman, linen 3 75 

25 Hauptman, lanthorns 23 75 

Lazare Kervand, billiard table 50 00 

M. Shanks, jelly pots 2 65 

June 6 . Alexander Borland, work 22 50 

H Johnson, cloth and work 43 44 

Littlejohn, for cues 5 00 

R. Jones, brass chain 1 00 

M. A. Guista, silver tea spoons 8 25 
Collector of Georgetown, fi eight and cartag(e 2 20 

10 A. B, Walker, crockery. 21 75 1-2 

Moses Poor, lamps 2 00 

13 George D. Smith, tea cups 55 62 

D. Cochrane, thread 85 1-2 

93 Gardner and Veron, lamps 231 75 

Fletcher and Gardiner, do 30 50 

30 W. Fadeuihe, upholsterer 722 00 

Thomas P. Crowell, freight 22 37 1-2 

T. G. Sawkins, work 5 07 
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H. V. Hill, cabinet maker W M 

Clagget and Norris, dry goodi 1D7 34 

'My 2 P. Passett, chairs 81 00 

J. B. Holmead, dry goods 85 90 

7 Alexander Borland, work 24 75 

M. Bouvier, chairs 352 00 

II J. B. Johnson, looking glass 35 00 

W. W. While, green baize 9 15 

29 Wm. M'Cauley, tin 28 90 1-2 

Wm. Fadeuilhe, upholsterer 134 47 

August 11 P. Mauro, lamps 17 00 

A. Van Coble, bedsteads 25 00 
J. B. Gorman, painting 3 00 
M. Collingwood, work 9 25 
Moses Poor, mattresses 17 00 
£. Chancy, lead weight 1 00 

B. J. Descombes, repeating clocks 10 00. 
S. Holizman, brushes 3 00 
M. Freeman, work 1 98 

21 D. Hauptman, bucket 13 18 

Alexander Borland, work 27 00 

S. Robinson, dry goods 20 08 

September 26 T. G. Sawkins, work as per receipt 5 25 

M. A. Guista, wine tubs 4 00 

R. S. Flaherty, work 1 00 

E. White, stoves 150 00 

November 8 W. Fadeuiihe, work 155 97 1-2- 

29 J. Somers, freight & 88 1-2 

J. A. Bender, work 34 00 

J. A. Bender, do 56 00 

Colesbury and Purvis, dry good 36 00 

B. F. Pomroy, billiard balls 6 00 

E. J. Sawkins, work 3 00 

December 2 Richard Osborn, dry goods 1 25 

Clagget and Washington, do 760 48 

Reed and Gray, china 150 95 

John Purdy, glazing 46 42 

Alexander Borland, work 46 00 

S. P. Morris, grates 259 70 

1826. Jan. 1 P. Thompson, chessmen 23 50 

R. Jones, blankets 22 70 

J. Peabody, dry geods 18 45 

James Gregory, counterpanes 12 00 

R. Keyworlh, silver syphon 8 02 

Alexander Borland, work 20 81 

Wm. Morgan, freight 9 97 1-2 

ingle, Dindsey and Ingle, knives 35 78 1-2 

H. J^lien, coppers 14 59 
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J. Boswortb, work 


15 85 


J. Barnes, freight 


19 62 im 


M. A. Guista, cartage 


400 


C. A, Burniett, plated ware and work 


170 66 


J. Pcabody, cotton 


14 87 1-2 


S. Bacon, tubs, d{,c ^ 


7 37 1-2 


S. Holtzman, brushes 


500 


Wm. M'Cauiey, coppers, &rc« 


23 62 1-2 


S. P. Morris, grates 


184 15 


« 


(12,138 62 1-S 


Balance on hand. 


1,861 37 1-a 



$14,000 00 



JBMraary 9. Amount of cash paid, as per above ac- 
count, deducted from amount receiv- 
ed 14,000 00 
Balance due to the United States 



Of which, now in 
Branch Bank 
Cash on hand 



the United States 



12,138 62 l.« 
1,861 37 1-2 



1,841 16 
20 213-4 



Balance now unexpended $1,861 37 3-4 

There are one or two bills which have not yet been presented, and 
which are, of course, not included in the above account. 

JOHN ADAMS, Jr. j 

It will be perceived, by the above account, that nearly $1,000 have 
been expended for grates, and the transportation of them from Phila- 
delphia to this city, and erecting them here, which, as fixtures, per- 
haps should be paid by the.commissioners ; but, he having no funds, 
and they being absolutely necessary, they have been procured from 
this appropriation. JOHN ADAMS, Jr. 

The Congress of ] 825 appropriated $14,000 for furnishing the 
President's House ; and the President constituted John Adams Jr. 
his son, his agent to make the purchases under that appropriation, 
and this son avers, that ''the expenditures have all been made witk 
an eye to the strictest economy." This is that economy : 
Lazare Kervand, for Billiard Table $50 00 
Littlejohn, for cues 5 00 

B. M. Pomroy, Billiard Balls 6 00 

P. Thompson, for ches9men 23 50 

Are these articles, furniture for the boose of any moral men ?— 
Was Uie appropriation made by Congreas in expectation that it was 
t9 be expendedi& gambling apparatas t The moral and ehristian 



portion of this nation have been zealously^ conscientiously and rejig- 
ii»usly engaged, at the expense of life f&nd property, in extirpating the 
spirit of gambling from this land^ and establishifig the manners of the 
age, on a moral basi:!^ ; but how are these exertions and trials l^^et by 
the dignataries in high places ? Exar^ples are contagipiis^ and 'the 
efforts of bible, missionary, temperance and numberless other moral 
and religious societies are set at defiajioeby the pretended son of the 
piigrima. 

in thi9 account is also about $1^900 for dry goods; also key-rings, 
■ijkbel (or keys, c*irk-screws and jelly-pots— all denominated furniture 
for a house ! Eixamine the ifems of that account, purchased by direc- 
tion of the President, *' with ^dq* «y^ to the iftrictest econemy" and 
your «urpri«e flnust be excited to see how the money of the people has 
been wantonly squandered. / 

This report was made to an administration Congress, and the 
Chairman an adnuii(i!4t»tion:«kaA; .'%)»e wordd^^fpar^ o^ t^xepoct 
are *' adopting the lowest re^Mm^e of,tl|^ furniture of ,the large east 
foom, and taking into consideration what is required, tf>.^upply the de- 
ficiency of the furniture of ttie other i>^rts^ of the ticmiPi and replace 
vhsii i« worn-out, the Committee have determined the appropriation 
of the gross sum oC 885^000. in whic^Js included the expense of furn- 
ishing the tifoiire-placss, in the large east r^xmi which remains in an 
Uikiinished state." These two sums makq $39,000 which the Presi- 
dent ha» received for furniture alone, and the Committee, upon the 
^acomnt^ndatiDn of the President present > :r 

y Aa esilimaie of arlicks mc€s»0rj/i to complete t^$jM^fii^king.4^[yih€ 

LARGE DRAWING ROOM. 

Carpet, ..... $1,800 00 

Curtains iand dl-ftpesies for seven windows, .« 4^000. 00 - : 
4 eonsolles with lo<»kilig glasaesii and tap nmrbJe, 2,000 :^i . [ 
,3 krge ch«indeliei«/ : . - .- . ;»• . k a^OOO: 00' . 

8 gilt candelabraSy and-H DmameiitB to put^ihienr 
* mantelpieces,: . :-.. • .♦. «* 2ij800,'(X) : 

8 oraaineiits to pn4 on four consollcs, - «... J^^QO ,<W - 
Finish 24 arm chairs and 4-8o4««, - - - 1,200 00 
4 large looking glasses; *- -: - 2,)OOO>a0(':^ 

Vei*et paper ahd' border, ^ > = •. - 1,200;'Q0;. 

^ i^aitb^« mahtel pi9ce», :- . : *. 1,000,00 f 

4 Franklin stov«S) ^ - . :. i , ^: ii^OOOQ . 

"'. " ' i f f i t 



. i . $20,800 00 

For one room alone, seyen window^icsrt&ln^ -biily, raN to cost the 
enormous sum of $4,000, and Udeiotheractscles-^quitflly^ I extravagant. 
Just mark I an administration €<?mmiittee, , :of an adttiltrilstration Con* 
gpess, will not condescend to m\m\ but only, c^tofltos, .t*!^ «|#ro- 
priateagrosssum of $25,000, to be erxpended i^t daacvelMa, 4iiidisl;j^ 
gard and contempt of all prdoedcot. Wiierteis tbQtliB|^^.;(tfi<Q|pr 



vaunted repablicanism f The maxims and examples of Washingtoa 
and JefTeraon are derided or trampled under foot. For our age, this 
goverument has out- matched the oldest monarchies of Europe. — Pon- 
der on these things. 

Another subject, equally entitled to reprobation, is the account of 

the contingent expenses of the House of Representatives of the nation, 

ending November, 1826. It will excite your indignation that suck 

a shameless waste of the people's money should be tolerated. 

Paid for printing, • • - $43,4S4 64 

85 reams cartridge paper - • . 373 00 

6 do. fine extra large paper • - - 144 50 

210 do. fooiscap do. - - 1252 52 

317 do. letter do. - - - 1625 00 

528 lbs. sealing wax - - • 685 75 

18 1-1 2 dozen parchments - - • 90 42 
20,650 quills and pens - - - 691 50 
44 10-12 dozen pencils ... • 45 76 
22 2-12 dozen penknives . - - - 423 45 

19 2-3 dozen tin sands - ^ - 29 50 
43 dozen glass inks - - - * 172 tO 
120 lbs. wafers - - - • 150 00 
712 1-2 lbs. candles - *- - - 285 00 
254 dozen tapes ... . 540 50 
40 1-2 dozen letter seals - - - 260 25 
25 dozen ink jugs - • - 20 9S 
19 2-3 dozen wafer boxes - - - 29 50 
21 1-12 dozen ivory folders - - 63 25 

3 dozen ink powders - • - 3 00 
30 gallons oil, d& 462 lbs. sand - - 35 49 
46 gallons ink-, & 1 dozen glass sands - - 51 00 
19 2-3 dozen sand holders, & 400 sail needles - 33 60 
Paste, & 92 1-2 lbs. twine - - - 79 25 

4 reams letter paper, & 5 penknives - - 28 00 
Towels, India rubber, office wafers and oil cloth - 2T Ot 
Brushes, knife strap, 5 razors, quills and red ink - 18 75 
Hone, soap and bowl, quills, sealing wax and glue 9 50 
Oil, map, d&c. - - - - 3 50 
Record and other books, ruled paper forms, &c. 284 30 
Binding books ... 1300 00 
Fuel .... 1350 50 
Newspapers, and keeper of Post-office - - 7368 85 
New Furniture, and repairs of old - - 269 98 
Services of horses and messengers - - 8506 50 
Flag and repairs, mail bags, brushes and brooms 71 13 
Alterations in Hall ... 109 56 
Maps and materials • - 2002 62 
Painting doors and signs, dD sweeping chimneys - 34 00 
Carpenters' work - <» • 2t 2t 

2 



1« 

Nonrnin|r, Mr. Family's <toath 

M<ikm^ CftngressioDal Register 

Setting stoves and taking doWD grates 

GlasH and.ijlazinfir - - • 

New la^ps, reflfjctors and repairs 

Repairing seal and lever 

IngBraoU's Abridgement - - - * 

Mr. Rankin's funeral and tombstone 

Repairs to Mail wagon - - 

Clerk hir»^, Mr. Fletcher sick - - • 

Niles' Register - - - . - 

Upiialsterer's work in Halt, Speaker's nK>m & office 

Witnesses before Judiciary XJonitnittee 

Rv IS. Johnston clerk - • - 

Hardware, House and office, oil, black lead, &c 

Commitlee on enrr)lled bills, hack hire 

Soda water, and Sc^ivenger - . - 

Repairing and regulatinij clock 

Enrolling and enj^ros^ing bills 

Washing towels, and wood leather 

Lafayette cominittee, and Strickland's Reports 

Witnesses l>efore Committee on public lots 

Glass ware, and fitting up store room 

fainting tomb stones - - 

fieff locks, repairs of old, file sticks, &/C. 

£wers, basins and trunk - - 

Green cloth, Russia duck, binding, dtc. • 

6 dozen mats, and -^ dozen tumblers 

TowHs, and carpet for office - * 

Candles ticks, and lever for house seal 

Oil cam] and file strings . « - 

Headings for bills, and Johnson's Dictionary 

Penknife - - - . < - 

Strickland's expenses and charges, by resol^ttoo of 
the House of Rei^resentativea 

Office scissors • • . 

Aside from the vast quantities of letter, car tridgeand foolscap (this 
to decorate the memtiers heads must be indispensable) paper ; you 
may see the. article of 242 penknives for the private pockets of the 
members. Towels, razor straps, &c. maps and materials $2CM)0 ; — 
mouring for .Mr. Rankin's death 8808 (great rejoicing or great mourn- 
ing for the Jackson men truly !) Niles' Register $1^)0, well paid and 
well filled with praises of the adhiinistratioii. Tamblers and glass 
ware^ and to crown the clifnan of impudent eKtravaganbe and folly is 
$322 for SODA WATER for the members to drink, in which is un- 
doubtfidly included Spanish cigars, cocktails and grog. O tempora^ 
O mores \ The servants of the public might as well hare charged, 
youtiti^ f^ple, with .their board, washing, lodging, tkentiical, circus 



188 T5 


■ ^ 00 


14 25 


70 76 


2^0 44 


10 00 


544 06 


833 66 


22 75 


258 90 


10i2 50 


356 95 


777 60 


229 00 


23 64 


•18 60 


377 IS 


50 00 


180 09 


59 93 


260 00 


400 


48 62 


32 50 


67 29 


■ 9 69 


960 


175 00 


46 12 


. 60 76 


4 41 


63 84 


200 


214 00 


1 00 
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^nd their other necessary and deUcate expenses^ iti adcKtioD to their 
«ight dollars per day ! 

This apcount was allowed the second year of Mr. Adams reign, 
when there was a strong arhninistration majority in both houses. — 
Ahuses so intolerable ought to be corrected that a precedent as strong 
as an appropriation by liw, may not be predicated and justified npon it. 

'Fellow-citizens — The power is in yuur hands and you onght, and 
will, apply a speedy correction of such unwarrantable abuses. 

In the last Congress, viz : 1828, the Iriends of Retorm, having a 
tnajority, the Retrenchment resolutions were introduced. These res* 
olutionfl which were for the purposes of enquir in jr into the mal-adminis- 
tration of the public funds, met with a vindictive recepltion from 
the h^iends of the cabinet,and from the members tri^ndh to tie admin- 
'istration,and everyobstacle was thrown in the way of iitvcstigation; but, 
after a six weeks debate, the question was settled in the affirmative, 
and the Cammittee on Retrenchments appointed. The result of theif 
labours are before the public. Strong efforts were made by every 
member of the cabinet to prevent, and conceal, an exposition ol theip 
gross mismanagement and waste of the natitmal appropriaiions. Suffic- 
ient has been elicited to satisfy the public that Mr. Adams, Clay, & 
'Co. have l>een reckless of the public treasures, and have authorised 
and permitted illegal disbursments, to an extent and amount UHprcee^ 
dent in the history of this government. Favorites, panders, puffers, 
and printers have fattened at tlie public expense, aud voyages and ex- 
•cursions of pleasure have been indulged in, merely to gratify the van- 
ity of scribbling friends of the new dynasty. 

The Committee on Retrenchments report : that they were satisfied 
that the number and salaries of Clerks, in the several departments, 
might be reduced without any detriment to the 'public service ; that 
a "corps of invalid pensioners are attached to some of tffeiie ciRces, 
and just in proportion to their decreasing disability to discharge their 
duties, is an increased necessity for the appointment of new Clerks ; 
that '*an incumbent is considered to have such a sort of propertly in 
the office as to enable him to form out the duties and receive a part oC 
the revenues for doing nothing;" that the offices that have these enor- 
mous salaries attached to them, are not open, on an average exceeding 
four hours per day. Yet all those departments, in there relies, deny 
that any reduction can be made in the number and salaries of the of- 
ficers and clerks in their employ. There are about five hundred 
officers, clerks and waiters in those departments ; about one hundred 
and fitly attached to the J reasury department alone, with salaries from 
$750 to $1700 each, yearly ; a tii'te commentary on the expressions of 
Secretary Clay to Gen. Floyd — *'Give us patronage and we oAn make 
ourselves popular." 

Samuel Brooks^ a regular clerk in the Treasury, with a fixed sala- • 
ry of $1700 per annum, has retired from its duties twelve moBths 
fince, from old ag«. ** Mr. Brooke r#ceived a salary at the rate of.. 
$1400 per annum for the first three months aiUr ho rethed, sinco . 



IS 

fvfaiehf.he has received at the rate of $800 per anoum* Mr. Brooka 

circumstances are considered good, he has no wife or family.*' This 
is the manner in which the Secretaries, without any authority of law« 
create pensioners on the Guvernment. Mr. Brooks receives $800 per 
year while retired to his farm, in the performance of no daty to the 
Government, and others are appointed to fill his place. A number of 
instances of the same character are in evidence. 

The Committee say, '* under the last administration there was paid 
by the State Department, for extra clerk hire, out of the appropriated 
fundi during the yeara Present Administration. 

1822 ^ 1825 ^ 

1823 } $4,010 88 1826 } $15,591 42 
1824 j 1827 J 

The amount of the three last years under Mr. Adams^xceeding the 
three years under Mr. Munroe by the sum of $11,580 54 ; and this 
increase has taken place while the present Secretary has h^d, for the 
last year, three clerks more than were in the department during the 
last administration. 

. The expenditures of the state department, compared with the last 
administration fer three years, exhibits without any cause, an increase 
demanding attention. The expenses of foreign intercourse including 
contingent expenses of the department for the years 

Present Administraiion. 
1822) 1825) 

1823 } $632,675 37 1826 } $ 777,811 73 

1824 j 1827 j 

. 632,675 37 



Difference $145,136 36 
Let any rational person ask himself why has this large expenditure 
been necessary in this administration more than the last under Mr .M. 
Let us enquire into the amount an Adams Congress have appropri- 
ated for the use of the present Adams Cabinet ? 
ApprapricUed last Administration, Present Administration. 

1822 $239,450 00 1825 $336,050 00 

1823 154.800 00 1826 350,932 00 

1824 309,350 00 1828 290,550 00 



$ 703,600 00 $977,532 00 

703.600 00 



Difference $ 273,132 00 

The unappropriated ballances, applicable to the service, and under 
the control of the State Department, on the. 1st of January, 1828, 
amount to the sum of $228,273 00 ; and the Department has asked 
for the further sum of $ 89,500 00 which has been granted, making 
ui aggregate of $ 317,823 00 at the disposal of that Depart- 

OMHit for the year 1828. 
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This statement shows that the State department, alone, demands 
for the expenditure of the present year, $27,273, more than the appro- 
priation of last year, besides the unappropriated ballances. Why is 
this ? no reasons have been given for this great excess. 

The expenditures of the. Department of State for the last three year* 
hare exceeded those of the preceeding years, under Mr. Monroe, for 
the same objects, during the equal term, by the sum of $82,817 93. 

*' What satisfactory explanation can be given for the largt 
excess, alr'eady exhibited, of the appropriations asked and gran- 
ted during the years 1825,^6 and 7, over those equal periods of the 
last administration ? And the Committee do not recognize the prin^ 
ciple that the last admiaistratiou could be appealed to as a standard 
of econeray." All know that the last years of Mr. Monroe's adminis* 
tration (when Mr. Adams, Secretary of State was striding for the 
Presidency) were more lax and extravagant tl en any preceding one. 
Mr. Clay, then a candidate in opposition to Mr. Adams, denounced 
it as controlled by the apostate federalist, and the eastern Puritan— 
De facto an Adams administration. 

The secret service fund has been a fruitful source of patronage, 
and has increased during, the last three years, to a frightful extent.-*- 
If other burtherns increase in the same ratio, a land tax must be 
speedily restorted to, as appears by the following table : — 

L<ist A^inistraiion, Present AdministratioiL " 

1822 $ nothing 1825 $1,700 00 

1823 3,000 00 1826 1,666 66 

1824 2,130 00 1827 8,958 01 



$ 5,130 00 $12,324 67 

5,130 00 



Difference $7,194 67 

Documentary evidence is submitted by the Committee satisfactory 
to every enquirer that the preceding results are justified. 

The bearing of despatches has been increased to an un warrant** 
ble extent during the last three years, when contrasted with the same 
years of the preceding administration. 

Last Administration, Present Administriftioti. 

1822 $00,375 00 1825 $4,727 68 

1823 3,822 00 18^6 9,13169 

1824 2,630 00 1827 5,026 75 



$6,827 00 $ 18,886 12 

6,827 00 



Excess $12,059 12 

This excess has been squandered upon the bearers of despatches 
•nly ; and just observe for a moment whowere some of these gentle^ 
men that have received these wages for their services and sins. Om 
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wai John H. Pleasant, the Editor of the Richmond Whig, a Tiolent 
eulogist of the coalition of A'dams, Clay & Co. 

*'it appears that on the 19th of April, a little more thanja month ^f- 
ter the inauguration of the President, this gentleman received the ap- 
pointment of Bearer of Despatches to Rio Janerioand Buenos Ayres. 
The circumstances of his journey from Richmond to Boston, in seek- 
ing a passage ; his ultimate embarkation at Now- York, on the28ih of 
May, in the William* Tell, for South-America ; the incidents which 
occurred on board that vessel ; his leavinvj his ** important despatches'* 
in charge of the captain of the William T*»ll, and going on board 
another vessel, bound to Antwerp: his again deb.irkinir from this vps- 
sel, and embarking at sea on board a ship -bound to Liverpool ; his 
spending the summer in bJncrland, *'in seeing the country," and his 
ultimate return to New- York in October ; are detailed in his letters, 
narrative and penitential, to Mr. Clay, in the appendix marked No. 
9 ; whilst the subjoined account shows at whose expense these extra- 
ordinary voyages were made, viz : 

Department of State to John H. Pleasants, Dr. 

To this sum for voyages out and home , . $900 

To actual expenditures in travelling expenses ^nd board, from 

the time of leaving Richmond, on the 19th of April, 1825, 

to "iSth May, of the same year, in which interval 1 waa 

seeking, from Baltimore to Boston, the means of getting 

to Buenos Ayres 247 

To expenses on my return from N. York to Richmond 37 

To per diem allowance, at six dollars, from the 19th April to 

the 22d August, is 126 days inclusive . . 756 

$1,940 

Approved : H. CLAY.— 7th December, 1826. 

This account was approved by the Secretary without vouchers.* 

In the first place, your Committee are of opinion that Mr. Pleasantt 
was entitled to no allowances for voyages, not one of wkich he per- 
formed in the public service ; at alt events, if he paid his passage to 
Bueuos Ayres, in the William Tell, before embarking, this was the ex- 
tent of the allowance which shotild have made him. 

Either his despatches were or were not of importance : if they were 
of importance, like a soldier on post, no consideration should have in- 
duced him to have deserted them : if they were of no higl^er impor- 
tance than to have rendered it safe that they should be confided to the 
Captain of an ordinary merchant vessel, then they should have gone 
through this channel, and Mr Pleasants ought not to have been 
appointed. The item of $900, for voyages, is exhorbitant, your Com- 
mittee believe, beyond the comparative rates of passage money, to 
parts of the habitable globe the most remote. By loooking at some of 
the accounts of other Bearers of Disoatches, employed and paid during 

* So marked in the accounts reported in the report of the Committee on th« 
fixpenditttree of the State Department. 
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th« present Administration, the committee find no corresponding r&te#. 
For example : Mr. George Watkins, who was sent.out to London with 
despatctK<8, eight days after the inauguration of the President, at a 
cost of 8^'^47 68 for about 112 days service, charged and received 
but |$4b6 for passage money, as per the subjoined account. 

United States to George Watkins, Bearer of Despaches ta En^land^ 

in l8i5iZ>r. , 
Compensation from the I*2thMarch, to Ist July, 112 

days, at $6 per day, . . . - $ 672 00 

Allowance for the voyage out and home, . . 466 00 

'1 ravelling expenses from Washington to New- York, . 36 00 
Post Chaise and pair from Liverpool to London^ at 2 shillings 

sterling per mile .... • . 97 68 

Expenses on the road ..... . 10 00 

Mail Coach from London to Liverpool • . . 25 00 

Expenses on the road . . . . . 6 00 

Travelling expenses from New- York to Washington • 86 00 

$1,347^68 

It moreover appears that E<}ward Wyer received, in 1826, but 
$600 for passage money, out and home, to Russia. And that Thea- 
dore W. Clay,* as bearer of despatches to Mexico, who, for lt7days 
occupation received $1,205 compensation, had allowed to kim but 
$300 out and home for passage money to Vera Cruiz. 

If this excessive allowance of passage money to Mr. Pleasants be 
objectionable, his pet diem compensation is not the less so, as your 
committee are clearly of opinion that he was not entitled to one cent 
after the day on which he left the William Tell, and abandoned his 
despatches, and if any person had a claim for such allowance, it was 
the Captain of the William Tell, to whom the duty of bearing these 
despatches had been assigned by Mr. Pleasants.'' Is not this case 
an abuse without example upon the public funds t 

** John A. King, Charge des Affaires at London, for his salary from 
the 1st of July, 1826, the day on which his duties commenced, to the 
31st of August following, when they terminated, sixty-two days, at 
4}500 per annum, $758 15 

For amount of his outfit, equal to one years salary, 4,500 00 

$5;258"l5 

Endorsed thus : ** The President approves the above charges, 22d 
December, 1826. H. CLAY." 

John A. King who had been appointed Secretary of Legation to Rufus 
King, Minister to the Court of St. James, in 1826, by the President^ 
with the advice of the Senate, proceeded with the Minister to that 
Court, and, after the President bad been notified by Mr. King of his 
intention to return, and after his successor had been appointed, and 
was on his way to relieve .him, the Minister retired from the Court^ 

* Son of Secretary Clay. 
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iMLTing the said John A. King in charge of the Legation, for the peri* 
#d of sixty-two clays, for which, the before mentioned compensation 
was allowed. The payment of this claim, (in the opinion ot the 
Committee,) was not authorized by law, nor wai it of that descri|ttion 
of claims, which were designated to be paid out of the contingent 
fund. They have necessarily adverted to the act of Congress, fixing 
the compensation of public Ministers, in the actsof 1810, chapter 61, 
sections 1 and 2, and which is in the following words: ''That the 
President of the United Stages shall not allow to any Minister Pleni- 
potentiary, a greater sum, than at the rate of 9,000 dollars per annum, 
as a compensation for all his personal services and expenses ; nor to 
any Charge des Affaires, a greater sum than at the rate of four thousand 
five hundred dollars per annum, as a compensation for all his person- 
al services and expenses; nor to the Secretary of any Legation or 
Embassy to any foreign country, or Secretary to any Minister Pleni* 
potentiary, a greater sum thin at the rate of $2,000 per annum, as a 
•ompensation for ail his personal services and expenses; with this 
proviso, that it shall be lawful for the President of the United States 
Id allow to a Minister Plenipotentiary, or Charge des Affaires, on go- 
ing from the United States to any foreign country, an outfit, which 
flhalJ in no case exceed one full years' salary of such Mininter or 
Charge des Affaires." The second section enacts, '' that to entitle 
any Charge des Affaires, or Secretary of any Legation, or embassy to 
any foreign country, or Secretary of any Minister Plenipotentiary, to the 
compensation therein before provided, they shall respectively be ap- 
pointed by the President of the U. btates, by and with the advice and 
•onsent of the Senate ; but, in the recess of the Senate, the President 
18 hereby authorized to make sueh appointment, which shall be sub- 
mitted to the Senate at the next session thereafter, for their advice 
and consent ; and no compensation shall be allowed to any Charge 
des Affairs,or any of the Secretaries herein before described, who shall 
not have been appointed as aforesaid V* 

The amount expended for the publication of a notice in relation to 
a Convention between France and St. Dpmingo. The names of the 
Editors to whom it was paid are given by the Committee, and the 
sum of $4,253, has been paid to them for t hose insertions. Among 
others it appears, the Rhode-Island Republican has received the pro- 
portion of $125. Recollect this little press has, and still continues 
to, shout fervently for the administration. Have the cabinet bought 
tip every two penny sheet in the nation ? 

It excited the astonishment of the people in this State, when this 
notice to the St. Domingo claimants was seen in the Rhode-Island 
Republican, as there iwas not a solitary individual of that description 
in this quarter of the Union ; and published in a paper too, that does 
not circulate 300 sheets per week. But why should our Goverament 
assume the payment of those publications.^ It. appertained to the 
#ffice of ths French minister or agent. This assumption cannot be 
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otherwise accounted for tbaa a deaigo to pay the gasettet devoted te 

the admiaistratioo. 

The Committee also report that Gales and SeatoDi Editors of the 
National Intelligencer (who were so inveterately opposed to Mr. Ad 
ams' election, and now as violently in his favor) as appears from tke 
books of the Treasury, have received for printing for the Government 
the unaccountable sum of $325,000 in one year. 

The press is not gagged by a Sedition Law, but is bought by the 
cabinet with the people's money to slander and traduce the people's 
favorite, the Hero of his Country, and blacken the character of evecy 
citizm that dare question any act of the Government. Add to these 
there are presses in every State and Territory, printers **by authori- 
ty," in the pay of the administration, whose annual charge upon the 
Treasury, for that service, amounts to the sum' of $76,090, and no 
one need be at a loss in accounting for the patriotism of these de- 
fenders of executive infallibility. The reign of the first Adams waa 
'' the reign of terror," and the administratiott of the second '' the 
reign of corruption," 

In the Treasury Department there has been a waste and extrava- 
gance of an extraordinary appearance — for newspapers only there has 
been paid in 1825 $751 50 

1826 964 10 

1827 1001 12 



$ 2716 72 
What could be done with all these newspapers ? were they sub* 
scribed for to be distributed in elbctioneering ? Is the money in 
the Treasury to be paid out for such purposes ? And this same de- 
partment has paid the expenses for advertising in the same papejrs, 
the objectionable sum of 

1825 $3,507 44 

1826 2,164 ^ 
.1827 6,503 31 



$12,175 00 
making in the whole, for]newspapers and advertising, nearly $15,000, 
and the last year alone more than $7,060 — double the two precedinge 
years. . . 

What calumnies and untruths should startle us, when the other 
four Departments contribute with equal prodigality, for the same pur- 
poses, with money, not theirs, but yours ? Who of you ever conjeo- 
tured that the taxes on the people were thus expended 1 All may see, 
by comparing the expenditures of 1827 with the previous yearS) that 
the electilon was drawing nigh. The expenses ef the Department, 
for the last three years, exceeded the last three years of Mr. Munroe's 
adm^inistration, nearly $9,000, The contingent expenses of the 4A 
Auditor's office, which a few years ago was mailed for $500 per 
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j^ar, during the last year wta more than $!2000| spent by tht 
same persoa for ti^e pertbruiance of the- same duties. 

In the Navy Departnieuty one class of contingencies which struck 
the Committee was the amount paid ibr Court Martials ; viz : the 
sum of $18,997 02. 

The following is the Retrenchment report, page 24. 
Aggregate expe uses of Court Martial in the case of Sur- 
geon Judson - - - . $515 00 
Do. in the case of ^^ apt. Smith and Lt. Kennon - 2,204 80 
po. in the case of Li(?utenants Weaver, Warner, Wol- 

bert, Sawyer, Conner and Sands - - 2,747 12 

Do. in the case of t.t. Sands 210 00 

Do. in t!ie case of Lt. Carter, Sailing-master Mull and 

Midshipman Van Dyke - - - - 201 50 

Do. in the Courts of Inquiry in case of Com. Porter, 2,212 35 

Do. on his Court Martial 2.997 80 

Do. in the ca^e o** Capt. Stewart, Lts. Ramage, Whit- 
lock and Hunter 7,859 05 

Total $18,977 02 

A sum nearly equivalent, your Committee will venture to asi^ert, to 
the whole annual cost of the administration of justice in some of the 
States of the Union, [f, however, they have been fiurprized at this 
aggregate, tliey have likewise been astonished thatcme Judge Advo- 
cate, Richard S. Cox, Esq. who officiated on some of the trials, receiv- 
ed for his services nearly one fourth of the total cost of the trials on 
which he was employed. For example, he officiated in the following 
cases, which trials c<»8t the following sums, viz : ' 
On the trials of Lts. Wolbert, Warner, Weaver, Sawyer 

Conner and Sands $2,747 12 

On the court of li»quirv in the case of Com. Porter 2,242 35 

On the trial of Com. Porter 2,997 80 

On the trials of Capt. Stewart, and Lts. Ramage, Whit- 
lock and Hunter . ... 7,859 05 



f 15,846 32 

Of this sum, Mr. Coxe received for his compensation as follows : 
On the trials of Lts. Weaver, Wolbert, Warner, Sawyer, 

Conner and Sands . . . . $679.33 

On the court of Inquiry on Com. Porter . . . 750 00 

On the Court Martial of Com. Porter .... 850 00 
On the Court Martial in the cases of Capt. Stewart, Lts. 

Ramage, Whitlock, and Hunter . . 1,650 00 

$3,629 33 

What a deplorable picture is thus presented to the people ! Nearly 
nineteen thousand dollars expended in a period of twenty-one months, 
by the present Secretary of th« Navy» in oourt martialing the officers 
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of our Navy, and thereby filling the nation with calumny and detrac- 
tion against some of its best and brightest characters. When a Bra- 
zilian monarch, against all the laws of nations, confiscates the proper- 
ty of our citizens, throws Americans into prisons, offers the grosest 
insults to our diplomatic representatives, ttie present cabinet makes 
an exhibition of their forbearance, pretended magnanimity^ and a love 
of peace that is a disgrace to the character of the nation, dut all 
their bravery, all their moral coura^^e, and all their moral sagacity are 
brought forth the mornent a gallant naval officer is to be oppressed. — 
The money of the people is then profusely expended, and nearly one 
thousand dollars a month is thrown away whenever an engine of 
oppression is wanted at home. Will not the people rise up m their in- 
dignation and ask who leceived this money ? One single item will 
reveal the whole. Out of the gross sum of $18,977 ^protege of the 
Secretary of tha Navy (R. S. Cox, the Judge Advocate) pocketed 
$3,H29 33. Would it be unjust to call it the wages of oppression ? 
Yet with these undeniable facts staring them in the face, the parti- 
zans of the coalition impudently talk about 'Uhe economy of the pres- 
ent administration in disbursing the public money." What is it 1 — 
Nearly twenty thousand dollars in as many months. It is a 
sum nearly equiralent,«as the report justly says, to the whole annual 
t508t of the administration of justice in some of the States of the Union- 
It is a consolation to reflect that the people know the remedy, and will 
upply it in November next. 

Then enquire whether the Naval appointments are ''with an eye 
to the strictest economy." Many more appointments than the ser- 
vice required, have recently been made, of lieutenants and midship- 
men ; and these appointments are still going on. It seems by the reg- 
ister furnished us, that when it was made out, there were 143 mid- 
shipmen who had' not received their warrants ; 59 appointments bear 
date during the last year ; yet by the estimate of the Secretary of the 
Navy, there are now unemployed and returned as ** waiting orders," 
13 captains, 7 master commandants. 111 lieutenants, 12 surgeons, 11 
surgeon's mates, 8 pursers, 85 midshipmen, '2 carpenters, and I sail- 
ing-master and on furlough, 3 lieutenants, 2 surgeon's mates, and 1 mid- 
shipman ; those *• waiting orders" and doing nothing, are in the re- 
ceipt of their full pay and emoluments, amounting to $165,097 50; 
those on furlough receive $1,832 75; in all $166,630 25, which sura 
is i)aid to officers of the Navy annually, who are rendering no services. 
When there are 85 midshipmen and 111 lieutenants unemployed, 
what can be the object of making many new appointments, unless it 
be to extend the influence of the administration by patronage 1 

How can the national debt be ever paid when so many, without 
rendering adequate services, can thrust their hands into the national 
pocket, and take out what they please without accountability ? 

The department of War presents as useless and censurable expen- 
ditures as any of the other departments. Clerks, at high salaries, are 
retained, when the exigences of the office, do not require haifth# 
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number. Aboiit tea clerks are pensioned on the Govdrnnoent which 
might well be discharged, at salaries, from $1700 to $1200 each per 
annum. 

The Committee say, "It will be found that the aggregate expenses 
for the years 1825, '6 and 7, as stated in the table, were $5,121,336 
whilst those of 1822. '3 and '4, amounted to $4,055,248; making a 
difference of $1,066,088, against the present ad n ministration, and 
showing a considerable increasing instead of diminishing expeuditure^ 
as stated by the Secretary. The addition of the items of appropria- 
tion which are omitted in the table of the Secretary, would considera- 
bly increase this difference. The whole amount of the expenditure 
of the present administration of the department in the years 

1825, $5,750,674 E. R 1st Sess. 19th Con. vol. 4, No. 68 

1826, 6,195,281 E. R. 2d Sess. 19th Con. vol. 1, No. 132 

1827, 5,707,»99 E. R. 1st Sess. 20th Con. No. 128 
Making a total of $17,653,954 ; whilst those of the years 

1822, $5,467,424 4 vol. E. P. 2d Sess. 17th Con, No. 55 

1823 5,279,740 4 vol. E P. Ist Sess. 18ih Con. No. 57 

1824, 5,259,615 Ex. P. 2d Sess. 18th Con. No 67. 

making a total of $16,026,779 ; resulting in a difference of 1,627,175 

dollars, against the present administration. 

The Committee can perceive no justifiable reason for this increase. 
The present administration received the Department from its prede- 
cessor, not only in a highly improved, but in a condition still improv- 
ing, as will be apparent from the disbursements of the years 1822, '3, 
and '4, in which the expenditure of each succeeding year is less than 
the preceding, but which is renewed in the two first years of the pres- 
ent administration. What marks more strikingly tMs roatraat be- 
tween the expenditure of the two periods, is the fact tha; considerable 
reduction in price hr.s taken place within the last Uiree years, cc most 
of the articles which enter into the supplies of the Army, wincii ought 
to have been followed by a corresponding redaction of its expenditure, 
instead of an increase, as is the fact. 

The contingencies of this department, for the three last years, ex- 
ceed those of the three former years by the sum of $6,969,00. 

* 'Glorious administration this of Mr. Adams for the Indians — the 
following items of expenditure made within the three last years is cop- 
ied from the report. 
Paid James P. Denny, Secretary of the Creek Delegation, 

on his own certificate ^ $1,365 37 

Jesse Brown, for board of Creek Delegation, from Dec. 

1825 to April, 1826. 3,273 88 

J. Tennisson, board M'Intosh's party 1,040 

Board of John Crowell, Indian Agent, and three Indians 146 
Paid for boot and shoe blacking for Indians 215 

Paid Moritz Furst, for taking President's Adams' likeness 1,000 
Paid for taking portraits of the Indians 3,190 
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Here are #4,459 8S paid for board of savages, and one of their ^ 
keepers, at the first and most extravagant hotels in Washington city ! 
This is not at all ; but we must pay two hum>red and fifteen 
DOLLARS FOR BLACKING, THEIR BOOTS AND SHOES ! ! ! ! 
Why, we thought Indians wore niockasins, which need no blacking. 
Here also are $3,190 for daubing pictures of these twenty visiters, 
one thousand dollars for a likeness of Mr. Adams to hang up with 
them ! 

Really this is too much. It is indeed time for the people to wake 
up. If they suffer these things to go on, there is an end to all respon- 
bility, in our public officers, and we may give up our money and our 
rights to be disposed of according to their will and pleasure." 

The amount claimed and paid out of the contingent fund by this 
Department to Thomas L. McKenny, a clerk, is an instance of great 
profuseness and want of strict accountat.ility. 

Mr. McKenney^s salary as clerk is fixed by law at f 1,600: fn May, 
)827, it appears that, for some purpose, he was sent by the Secretary' 
of War upon a mission to several Indian tribes, and the sum of $ 1, 
750 advanced to him. Mr. McKenney was also associated with Gov- 
ernor Cass, to hold a treaty with the Indians at Green Bay, for which 
he charged, as compensation, the sum of eight dollars for every twen- 
ty miles travelled, and eight dollars p^r day, while engaged in making 
the Treaty at Green Bay. Mr. McKenney settled his accounts with 
Governor Cass, or Mr. Forsyth, his Secretary, and charged not only 
his mileage for going, but also $ 660 for returning from Green Bay to 
Washington ; and which journey he did not make. From this point, 
in pursuance of^ the instructions from the War Department, he visi- 
ted, byway of St. Louis, the Indians in Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Georgia; thence, to Washingiton. For this latter service, upon his 
return, he presented his accounts to the Department for settlement, 
amounting to four thousand five hundred and thirty two dollars. 

The Secretary, contrary to the usual practice in the Department, 
if not in violation of the law of Congress, which directs in what man- 
ner the accounts for Indian expenditures shall be settled, issued his 
requisition for the balance said to be due Mr. McKenney, without re- 
quiring or permitting his accounts to be first stated, settled and vouch- 
ed by the proper accounting ofRcers, the Second Auditor and Sec- 
ond Comptroller of tlie Treasury. A long correspondence ensued be- 
tween the Second Comptroller, Mr. McKenney, and the Secretary of 
War, which possesses no interest other than it illustrates the fact, that 
the Secretary of War and his clerk claimed the right to use the fund 
referred to at their discretion, and that no other voucher than the ap- 
probation of the expenditure by the Secretary of War, was required. — 
. This principle was resisted by the Second Comptroller, who referred 
the ^abject to the President of the United States, and he decided that 
the principle contended for by the Second Comptroller was correct^ 
in reference to the case of Thomas L. McKenney. 
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The whole amount receired and claimed by Mr. McKenney, and 
which has received the sanction of the Secretary of War, ior his per- 
sonal services, expenses, and allowance as Commissioner at Green 
Bay, and for his visiting the Southern Indians, was $6,412, for about 
six months' service. If to this be added his salary as clerk in the 
Department for the same time, $800, the whole amount which has 
been paid and allowed him, including the sum of $1,344 for which 
the requisition of the Secretary of War was issued, for six months, for 
the objects stated, will be $7,212. 

The West Point Academy is under the control and superintend- 
ance of this department; and the ex[)ens(?s of that institution, for a 
number of years, is submitted, and the extraordmary expenditure of 
this admmistration, for the three last years, at this institution, is about 
in a regular progression with all the other branches of the govern- 
ment, since the Messrs. Adams and Clay have managed our national 
affairs *' with an eye to the strictest economy." • 

The Visiters cost in 

1817 . - - 

1818 - . 

1819 . . 

1820 .... 

1821 .... 

1822 .... 

1823 . ^ - 

1824 .... 

1825 .... 

1826 .... 
1827. .... 
1828 .... 

From the year 1817 to 1824, inclusive, this institution was under the 
administration of Mr. Calhoun; but no sooner did it fall into the hands 
of this patronizing administration than it swelled up to the sum of 
$2,743 25.^ But why is all this? Was it because our cconowiro/ ad- 
ministration find it necessary to spend all the money which they 
can detach from the contingent fund? It is only necessary to adc), 
that last year, the expense of Visiters was paid from the coritigent 
fund of the War Department, which, including that item, was $10,000. 
The estimates of the War Department, for the current year, are 
$15,000 for the contingent fund, and $3,000 for Visiters, making an 
increase in one year, from $10 to $18,000. 

And yet, the friends of General Jackson are denounced asenenriies 
to the country, because they dared to inquire into this matter. The 
doctrine of the Adams party is — I would not hesitate, 1 would not in- 
quire, when it is recommended upon the high authority of the Presi- 
dent !! 1 . 

The Committee have reported a table showing the difference in 
the expenditures of the two Administrations. — The three last years 
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•f Mr. Adam's averaged, 1 1 2,427,759 m 

Mr. Monroes three past years averaged - 9,980,647 60 

Difference - - - - $2,448,11176 

This large excess has been misapplied to other uses then those of 
the public. The inference is irrisistable. Where has it gone? — 
These expeditures are proved by documents — they are before you. — 
The dust ii\at is thrown, by hireling presses, to obscure the conduct 
of the Cabinet, from a fair investigation, is wholly unavailing. No 
administration should complain of inquiry. The people are the in- 
quest before whom they are culled for trial, and none are above your 
examination ; and you are not to be deterred from asking a fair solu- 
tion of such profliffate breaches of trust. 

*• There is no remedy but a change of administration — for Mr. Ad- 
ams' own graspings at the public purse in the long course of his offic- 
ial employments, were of a character so like some of those here sta- 
ted, that it can hardly be expected he will censure himself so severely 
as to punish others for acts of which he is as equally guilty himself. 

Mr Adams b?ing minir^ter in Russia was appointed a Commission- 
er to negotiate the Treaty of Peace, which was signed at Ghent. He 
was employed aa Commissioner one year and ten months, and was 
then sent Minister to England. It appears that for two years service 
commencing in April 1813, he charged and received the enormoui 
sum of S^xij^ t:oo th fusand Six hundred and forty four Dollars and 
ninety one cents ^ composed of the following items, to wit : 

For outfit for Ghent mission $9,000 00 

Salary for Do. 20,299 31 

Continsjencies do. 6,345 60 

Outfit for British mission 9,000 00 

Salary of Russian and British missions, 18,000 00 

$62,644 91 
' That is, Eighty Jive dollars per day. It also appears that under 
the head of ''contingencies" in the above account, Mr. Adams re- 
ceived the sum of ^1,566 54 /or travelling expenses from Ghent back 
to St Petersburg f but went from Ghent to Paris and charged $830 
for that journey. So that while he is receiving $830 for going to Par- 
is, he fraudulently charged and received $1,556 54, for a journey to 
St. Petersburg which he never performed. But besides all this, the 
law is plain that the salary of foreign ministers to th :se Courts shall 
be $9000 per year — yet in two years, by some legerdemain, Mr. Ad- 
ams has charged Thirty eight thousand two hundred and Ninety nine 
dollars and Thirty one cents as salary ^ besides two outfits of $9000 
each, and the modest sum of $6,345 60, as "contingences" for jour- 
neys he never performed, &/C. But it may be asked how an account 
so unjustifiable could have been allowed ? The answer is plain, shorty 
and conclusive : Before his accounts were settled, Mr. Adams had 
been made Secretary df State, and they were settled under his own SU' 
perintendence. What chance is there, then, that a man whose owm 



24 

(llchings from the coffers of the people are so unjustifiable, will pro- 
tect therrn irom the awarm of hungry partisans tliat hang around them 
at Washington. The very presence of such a man a» * »ld Hickory » 
wouJd disperse them like dust before the winds of Ueavtn. — No at- 
mosphere so contaminated couid exist around him — but around Mr 
Adams these pestilential fogs of peculajuon haug and stagnate as the 
focus of their generation. 

Ttie statements, as to accounts here made, are irom public docu- 
ments printed by order of Cons^ress, and are the best evidence poe- 
sfble to be procured on these subjects. It is no cause of wonder, 
then, that our expen:jes have incrensed above $18,000,000 in so short 
a space of time. With a President, himself a cormorant for money, 
what can we expect but that he will wink at the malversations of 
those whose chief duty seems to be to keep him in power. 

A sum of eight miUions and a half of dollars^ is the excess proved 
that this administration nave spent and wasted, more than the last ad- 
ministration, in the equal [>eri<jd of three years each. 

1822 Current expenditures 1825 Current expenditures 
exclusive of military pensions, exclusive of military pensions, 
and the payments to the pub- and the payments to the pub- 
lic debt. lie debt. 

$7,879,444 11 $10,240,529 13 

1823 Same 8,003,566 7 1826 Same 11,505,722 54 

1824 Same 8,930,449 56 1827 Same 11,752,515 51 



Total $24,823,459 74 Total $33,507,767 18 



Deduct three years amount of preceding Ad- 
ministration - - - $24,822,450 74 
Shewing an increase of disbursement in the 

present administration of - - - 8,685,307 44 
which sums ought to have been applied to the payment of the nation- 
al Debt — a ballance of over 47 millions has been received in the last 
three ye&rs, after deducting what has been paid towards the public. 
Debt, and by the documcMits spoken of by the Committee, a 
large proportion of this amount ou^ht and might have been appropri- 
ated to the liquidation of that Debt, if ordinary and common pru« 
dence had been used. But for the causes and facts already shewn, it 
has been diverted to unnecessary purposes 

" It was the object of the advocates of the election of Andrew Jack- 
son intheflast Congress, to put a stop to all these abuses — to intro- 
duce a system of rigid economy into every Department of the Govern- 
ment ; and to this end, the Committee ou this subject, was appointed, 
and introduced, and prosecuted, the examination which brought 
these results to light. But, in every instance they found their meas^^ 
ures opposed by th** executive. The period of reform., in the expen- 
ses of the Government, is therefore postponed to the next Congress, 
when, under the administration of Andrew Jackson, the principles 
that havs been advocated by his friends will be carried into practice. 



JjiM wintwr, the friends of the coalition, mtinUiiiod, on the floor of 
Coogro68, thai il was had policy, and that there was no neceasity for 
•xpediting the payment of the natiooal debt, and maintained that aa 
population increai^d, and territory adraneed, less would he each one's 
fiomerical prc^nihp \ reriring the old doctrine, of the first Adams, ' 
that a "national debi ifl^ a national blessing" — would a prudent father 
postpone the discharge of his debts, when able, because the sum, 
when dirided, in ten pafts, would be less for his children to pay f if 
the amount should be numerically less, the means of payment would 
be proportionable so—euch policy would produce the insolvency of 
his whole family and so it will of this nation. Such reasoning is suit* 
able for au prodigal administration to use but for none other. 

Nearly one hajf of the public debt, at six per cent interest, has been 
A long time redeemable, and loans hare been, and now can be obtain* 
•d at 4 and 4 1-3 per cent. The Committee say : " The actual rate of 
Gorernment interest is now only four per cent ; and there is no sub* 
«tanial reason why we should continue to pay annually six per cent 
on a stock which we may redeem at any moment we please. It is for 
QStosay whether we will pay 11-2 to 2 per'cent excess ani^ually 
on some twenty millions of our debt.'* There ate also large ballances, 
in the Bank of the U. S. which have, and do, remain useless, and 
permitted to accumulate, which ought to be applied to the payment of 
that debt. Ordinary care and attention, to the national finances would 
eare hundreds of thousands of dollars to the people. This excess of 
2 per cent interest paid to national creditors, like the 8 per cent loan 
of the elder Adams' is to secure the support of the monied aristocracy. 
Why should these things hfd neglected T why are they not done ? — 
The cabinet have been trarelling — ^the heads of departments have 
been electioneering to secure their places for the next four years. — 
The President at sixty-two and a half dollars per day, and the Secre* 
taries at seventeen dollars per day, each, have been speechifying and 
eating from the Ifississippi to Maine. 

A suffering people cry for reform. All interests are neglected, the 
former is approaching to bankruptcy, the price of labour has risen, 
the price of produce has foUen, and double taxes, areput on every thing 
lie buys. The land has fallen to half its value, and tenents are selling off 
their remnants, and emigrating to other regions ; leaving farms and 
houses unrented. The landed interest was nevermore distressed and 
oppressed, since the revolution ; ruin, and nothing but ruin stares 
the landholder in the face. \ 

Commerce is prostrated, the merchants have dismantled their ships, 
they are rotting at the wharves. The question arises, has (Government 
neglected these two great interests t they have — ^when Mr. Adams 
was elected, the trade of the West Indies was open to you, and long had 
been so. Mr. Munroe invited the attention of the British ministry to 
a reciprocal trade ; they aocepted that proposition and the act of Par* 
liament was passed for that purpose, limiting our acceptance to a eer* 
bain period. An act of reciprocity was reported to our Senr^t^^Mr. 
4 



A^auis iutluiated, that he should prefer negociatibn; the act iii the 
S^^i9.le wa3 permitted to sleep, upon the suggeijtion oi tfie President, 
uud jiegociatiou was resorted to. Tiie admiuistration by this manage- 
fneiii h^d au opportunity to extend its .patronage, and prop its totter- 
ing power. The splendid embassy was lenderefl to Gov. Clinton, de- 
rnonstrating. good feelings to the head of a gr^^at party in a doubtful 
St,ate. Gov. Clinton declined the honor of.entering jnto the coalit- 
ion. The cabinet, in order to cover this defeat, and sustain their 
jxjyver, and redeem the Webster pledge, proffered this ependid office 
IQ the federal party, Uufus King; tlie leader and head of this great 
arisiocratic party, was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to London. 
The old man, just on the brmk of the grave, departed as speedily as 
his age and inlirniities would permit. Mr. Clay was to forward his 
in^ifuctions in season for his use. Mi*. Clay having fojouroed to 
Jientucky, to superintend the elections, eating and speaking on the 
route, the despatches were omitted to be sent. The mission was use- 
less, and after dallying away months doing nothing, Mr. King was 
taken sick and returned with his $9,000 outfit and $9,000 salary, 
and left his son John A. King, charge des Affairs, who received 
$4,500 for 62 days, being 88 dollars per day ; making m the whole 
2:2,500 dollars. Thus ended this speudid pageantry to conciliate 
the Federalists. 

•. Mr. Gallatin from, like motives, was next selected from the Craw- 
ford party, with 18^000 more for his outfit and salary. But such was 
the delay attendant on this embassy, and its incidents^ that the time 
limited ru the act of reciprocity for acceptance expired. And tlie trade 
of the West Indies worth $6,000,000, of. the products of the land,* and 
the forests of this country, lost to the farmer; besides the loss of trans- 
portation to the merchant. This is aa instance of the deplomacy of 
Mr. Adams. Our produce now goes down the St. Lawrence, and 
through the Canada's to the West Indies, at diminished prices. to the 
farmer j and our merchants haye lost the. profits of transporting it. — 
But for such blunders and negligences, your corn and barley .would 
now bring one dollar per bushel, and your cheese and pork ten..cents 
per pound, and yqur. shipping instead of rotting in the docks^ would 
be engaged in profitable employ, 

RHODE-ISLANDERS : 

Just take a glance .at this State. . A few years, aince, say in the 
dayw of good old President Jefferson, and the whole administration 
of this State amounte.d to -a sum short of seven thousand .dollars per 
annum ; biv> since the administration party have controlled the finan* 
ces of youT State, the annual expenditures from the treasury exceed 
17,000 dollars per year ; the .doctrines of the elder Adams are revived 
— high. salaries, yes, high salaries are .advocated, and higher ar^ to be 
given,. V ...'■■■■. ^ ' 

For vyhat reason has State expenditures iacreased in a steady ra- 
tio since th& friends of Mr. Adams have been in ^ower — none can be 
given. Then is not a change necessary, and expedient. Reform ii 
indspensablft— -just mew areifft entitled to your suffrages. 
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Ort whom are the eyes of the liatidn difeHed to exlricatte thfeni 
from this thraldom, to avert tho bankruptcy and ruin. impending over 
them ? It is to the persecuted Patriot, the honest Statesman, the d^» 
voted Defender of his Country — Audrew Jackson; theFaritier dl' 
Tennessee;' whose character has merited and received thehig^icst 
com mend iltions from Jefferson, Madison and Munroe, and before th^ 
!ast Presidential contest arose, from Adams and Clay and theJr associ- 
ates. They testimonies are submitted t6 you for the purpose of re- 
butting and conclusively rfefuting the thousand slanders and forger- 
ies manufactured and circulated' against him by the presses in (he pay 
and under the control of the Cabinet. ' " 

" Gen. Jackson justly enjoys in an eminent' degree the pubHc fa- 
vor ; and of bis worth, talents and services no one entertaii^s ahighef , 
or mor^ respectful opinion than myself." — " Ah officer whosis servi- 
ces entitle him to the highest rewards, and whose WHOLE CAREBR 
has been signalized by the purest intentions, and the most elevated 
purposes," ^JOHN QUJNCY ADAMS, 

^* My friendship for Gen. Jackson, and the strong proofs of confi* 
dence and regard I have given him, while President, forbids my taking 
any part against him in the ensuing Presidential election.'*— /A JfjKfi? 
MVNRQE. ' 

'* The recollection of the public relations in which I stood to Gert. 
Jackson, while President and the proofs given to him,, of the high es- 
timation in which he was held by me," &c. — JAMES MABISON. 

** Gen. Jackson is a clear-headed, strong-minded min, and ' has 
more of the Roman in him than any man now living." — l^HOMAS 
JEFFERSON. 

** Towards that distinguished captain, who has shed so mach GLO- 
RY on our country, whose renown constitutes so great a portion - of 
its moral property ^ I never had, I never CAN HAVE, any other fe^l- 
ingvS than thos^ of the most profound RESPECT, and of the utmost 
kindness.''— HENR Y CLA Y. 

** In ANDREW JACKSON, commander in chief of the divisitin 
of the South, the President found a man fit fpr any emergen cv — a 
STATESMAN, cool and dispassionate— a SOLDIER, terrible in 
battle, mild in victory — a PATRIOT, whose bosom swelled wHhtfte 
love of country — in fine, a man "whose like we scarce shtill' look up- 
on again."— J^ilfE^Sf MUNROE. 

'* He holds a high place in my esteem, as an undeviatitlg patriot 
and a military character who has deserved well of his coantry. I shall 
uive his bust a place in my most honourable suite, with lhosej.of 
'Washington, Franklin, Fayette, 6lc.— THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

*' No present of the kind, could have been more acceptable to ine 
than a bust of this great man, to whom we are all so deeply indebted' 
The precious mon undent I shall preserve with gre^t care for the con- 
templation of my posterity."— JOiliV A DAMS. 

** It is fortunate for the countiy that General Jackson is likely to be 
fit for public life at the end of the present four years ; for in him is the 
/^nly hope left of avoiding the dangers immifestly about to arise out of 
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tho breadconttrncttoas now affun given to the eonstitation of tht 
Uaited States, [byPresident Adams'] which effaces all iimitaiions of 
Bowers, and leaves the general governmeDt, by theory, altogether uo* 
UsiTBrneAJ'— THOMAS JEFFEMSON in 10^. 

Yet the Admiaistration, and their heated partizans^ upon stale 
charges, have oontinaed to clamot against him — witness the case of 
the " six matineers," who were condemned more than 14 years age 
by a Court Martial at Mobile, for mutiny and desertion. At the time 
of the trial and execution^ Gen. Jackson was at New^Omans in de* 
^nc6 of that city, more than 400 miles from Mobile. Is this charge 
just against Gen. Jackson ? If so, why was he tendered the appoioi- 
ment of Secretary of War, under Mr. Monroe, and appointed Minister 
|o Mexico long since that time 1 Why was he solicited to run as 
Vice President on the same ticket with Mr. Adams? Why did Mr. 
Adams make a special levee on the 8th of January in compliment to 
Gen. Jackson, where this Hero and Mrs. Adams paraded arm in arm 
through every apartment in the Secretary's mansion 1 Why did Mr. 
Adams, in an able document, justify every act of Gen. Jackson to the 
nation ? His charge was as well and publickly known then, as it is 
now, and if his conduct and character was blameless then, it is blame* 
less now. But out of their own mouths you will condemn his accus- 
ers. This Administration have appointed Gen. McComb Major Gen- 
eral of the U. States Army ; General Harrison, Minister to Mexico; 
General Porter Secretary of War, who were all Generals during the 
last War, and approved of sentences of Courts Martials, condemning 
their soldiers to death for mutiny and desertion ; and the same Afr. 
Williams, who was Judge Advocate on the trial of the six nivtineers 
at Mobile, has been appointed, by this Administration, Charge de« 
Affairs to one of the South American States — was the offence greater 
in Qeu, Jackson than in these favourites of the Administration who 
were guilty of the same offence ? These last gentlemen, are appoint- 
ed to the highest offices, and yet it is demanded that Jackson should 
be excluded from public favor. This is an example of the desingen- 
uous inconsistences of the enemies of the persecuted Jackson, who, 
like Cincinatus, left his farm, and his plough, to defend hie country 
in the day of peril, and when his services had secured her safety, re* 
turned to domestic occupations again. 

A table of the vote of the States will stand as ibiiows • — 
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TOTAL, 
nut oalculatioD gives to Jaclamn nineteen votes more than a majoritr, whti«wt 'taking int* the cent 
Ohio, Keutuckj, Indiana, Illfaioii^ Missouri, or Irf>ukiaiia. la Ohio both parties are sbm^m a«d Uie re- 
anh may be doubtful. In Indiaaa, from all the infornation obtained, Jackson will sncceetf hj a lsrc« 
majority—the same maj be sakif oi Illinois and Missottri. In LoHisiann both parlios obiBi Cb« mMgoi'itf^- 
the lint has cmao whoa it hoeoBMa freemen to sf ctk th# Itafuage of fireemeiK 
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